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A R T  O N  T H E  M O V E

art

Painter David Gonzales empowers people  
through his vivid art and energetic ethos
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E-MOTIONALISM: THAT’S  

how one Raitman Art Galleries 
associate describes David 
V. Gonzales’ artwork.

“People love the energy, 
the movement and the bright 
colors,” says Ross Raitman, 
co-owner of the galleries. “They 
love how free flowing it is.”

Gonzales excels at translating 
the speed and motion of sports 
like cycling, basketball and 
skiing onto the canvas. It’s as 
if his paintings literally draw 
viewers into the action: Bold 
brushstrokes and blended 
color, texture, lines and 
perspective compel viewers’ 
eyes to scan, jump and actively 
move across his paintings. 

“I like to push beyond my 
comfort zones when I paint. 
For me it is not about technique 
or applying a certain style. It is 
about depicting energy, motion, 
and bettering myself through 
the process,” Gonzales says.

Gonzales aims to empower 
people when they see his art 
because he knows the power 
of inspiration: One of his 
main inspirations is his wife, 
Deborah. About five years ago, 
doctors diagnosed her with 
Devics, a severe form of multiple 
sclerosis and gave her five years 
to live; she was blind and in 
utter pain, and doctors said 
her health would continue to 
decline. She followed the Gerson 
Therapy diet, which revolves 
around an organic raw juice and 
plant-based diet, for over two 
years and has since restored 85 
percent of her sight. Now, she 
skis, does yoga and volunteers 
for 5-10 hours a day helping 
people integrate more raw 

foods into their diets. Their son, 
Christopher, has also devoted his 
life to helping people transform 
through a personal development 
program called Landmark.

“I love people who have 
overcome great odds, who are 
thriving and are generous,” 
Gonzales says.

And, of course, Gonzales is 
quite generous himself. This 
summer, he donates money to the 
Vail Valley Foundation through 
the sale of a painting he created 
during the GoPro Vail Mountain 
Games. He’s also working with 
the Tiger Woods Foundation to 
help raise money by donating 
his art at the Las Vegas event.

“I feel so grateful that I can use 
my talents to help raise money for 
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PAINTING HAS MEANT DIFFERENT THINGS TO ME THROUGHOUT  
MY LIFE. IN THE PAST IT SERVED AS AN ESCAPE OR A WAY TO VENT 

MY ANGER. TODAY, PAINTING FOR ME IS A WAY TO WEAVE PASSION, 
LOVE, STRUGGLE AND UNIVERSALITY INTO EVERY STROKE. IT IS A TOOL 
FOR SELF-DISCOVERY AND EMPOWERING PEOPLE.” DAVID GONZALES
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charities and animal sanctuaries, 
which we do throughout the 
year,” he says. “This is the best 
part of what I do.”

This summer, like the past 
four, he’s creating pieces for the 
Pikes Peak Marathon — one 
of the world’s toughest races. 
He’s also collaborating with 
Jesse Itzler’s (owner of the 
Atlanta Hawks) team, which 
is coordinating the 29029 
endurance run in Utah and Mt. 
Everest by producing art for 
the event. The first event pits 
individuals against themselves 
— and Snowbasin in Utah — 
and the second challenges them 
with a climb up Mt. Everest. 

It’s events like these, as 
well as people’s stories about 

pushing themselves beyond their 
limits, that continue to inspire 
Gonzales to paint. He chooses 
sports as his subject because 
“sports are a way for humans 
to unlock possibilities, to go 
beyond limitations, hone your 
body, mind and spirit,” he says.

Throughout his life, his 
art has evolved, both visually 
and in significance.

“Painting has meant different 
things to me throughout my life. 
In the past it served as an escape 
or a way to vent my anger. Today, 
painting for me is a way to weave 
passion, love, struggle and 
universality into every stroke. It 
is a tool for self-discovery and 
empowering people,” he says. 

Gonzales lives a very active 
life in Manitou Springs and 
Breckenridge, preferring to 
commute by bicycle whenever 
possible and participate in 
sports, rather than watch them. 
So it’s no wonder his paintings 
continue to show more and 
more movement, or motion.

“When I paint I am in 
motion, and so is the piece I am 
working on,” he says. “The 
same type of passion that I 
have while playing sports is 
what I strive to do in a painting 
— to be fully present and 
alive.” — KIMBERLY NICOLETTI

 see gonzales’  
work at:

Raitman Art Galleries
223 Gore Creek  

Drive, Vail
raitmanart.com


